BACKGROUND
Tigecycline is a novel antimicrobial with expanded broad-spectrum activity from a new class of compounds, the glycylcyclines. Tigecycline inhibits protein synthesis by binding to the 30S ribosomal subunit. Although it is perceived to be bacteriostatic, its anti-bacterial activity is significant and has shown some bactericidal activity against key targeted pathogens [1, 2] . Tigecycline has demonstrated significant broad-spectrum activity against aerobic and anaerobic gram-positive and gram-negative microorganisms [2] [3] [4] .
Tigecycline resistance is very infrequent and is also difficult to induce in the laboratory [5, 6] with a selection frequency observed at less than 10 -9 [3, 5, 7] . With the exception of P. aeruginosa, tetracycline-resistant bacteria with either tetracycline efflux pumps or ribosomal protective features are sensitive to tigecycline [2] [3] [4] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] . Tigecycline has shown to be a highly effective against multi-resistant Acinetobacter spp., particularly A. baumannii that are commonly associated with serious nosocomial infections. Similar activity has been observed against Enterobacteriaceae, even extended-spectrum beta-lactamase (ESBL) and AmpC producing strains [10] . Tigecycline has demonstrated MIC 90 values of <0.5 mcg/mL against methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) and other gram-positive organisms [2, [4] [5] [6] . Tigecycline has shown potent activity against animal models infected with selected strains of multi-drug resistant Enterococcus faecium and Enterococcus faecalis [4, 5] with diverse genotypes van-A, -B and -C [6] .
This study was designed to better define the in vitro activity of tigecycline in multi-drug resistant Staphylococcus aureus clinical isolates collected from 45 study centers in Latin America.  All isolates were derived from blood, respiratory tract, urine (no more than 25% of all isolates), skin, wound, fluids and few other defined sources. Only one isolate per patient was accepted. Isolates were identified to genus and species by the local laboratory. Each site tested the isolates using broth microdilution. 
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